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What Provision is available for pupils with SEND at Cotton End Forest School? 

At Cotton End Forest School, we make provision for pupils on the SEN register on SEN support and with EHCP’s. We provide provision for pupils with the following additional needs: dyslexia, speech and language needs, hearing impairments, autism, specific learning difficulties and social, emotional and mental health needs.  

Outlined below are the different types of support that are offered to children with SEND.
 
High Quality Teaching
 
Cotton End Forest School strives to ensure all pupils receive high quality teaching.
For your child, this means:
· The teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.
· All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand.
· Different ways of approaching teaching and learning are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. The SENCo works closely with teaching staff in order to support with high quality teaching strategies and assess the effectiveness of strategies on an ongoing basis. At times additional advice on high quality teaching strategies may be sought from external professionals.

Targeted small group work
 
For your child, this means:
· Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided that your child has a gap in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help them make the best possible progress.
· Programmes of support will be put in place, in partnership with the class teacher and/SENCo, on a short-term basis to help your child to make progress.
These may be:
· Run in the classroom or in the shared area.
· Run by a teacher or teaching assistant under the guidance of the teacher/SENCo.
This type of support is available for any child who has specific gaps in their understanding of a subject/area of learning.

Examples of intervention groups currently on offer at Cotton End Forest School are; Pre-teaching groups, Precision Teaching, Colourful Semantics, phonics groups, reading fluency interventions, Attention Autism Groups, Maths and English intervention groups including booster group interventions, Social Communication and Turn Taking groups, Zones of Regulation groups, Sensory circuits and Sensory Play interventions, speech and language interventions including BLANKS, 1:1 and group sessions supported by the school mental health team and a weekly visit from our therapy dog called Conker from Canine Concern. These interventions specifically support pupils with SEMH needs. 

Cotton End Forest School also offer forest school interventions for pupils with additional needs including the John Muir Award. This is a project chosen by the pupils over 20 hours to complete the level 1 award and they receive a certificate at the end to show they have completed the award. 
 
SEND Support in School
 
For your child, this means:
· Following a meeting with parents/carers children will have been identified by the Class Teacher and SENCo as needing extra specialist support in school instead of, or in addition to high quality teaching and intervention groups. At this point, the child will be placed on the SEN register and an Individual Needs Action Plan (INAP) will be written by the class teacher and shared with the parent. 
· Personalised support through specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCO or specialist professional) are in place to support your child to learn and make progress.
· Progress is measured over a half term and the reviewed INAP is shared with the parents. If targets have not been achieved, external professionals including a Speech and Language Therapist, Occupational Therapist or Educational Psychologist may be referred to, to help understand your child’s particular needs in order to provide focused support.
 
This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome through High Quality Teaching and intervention groups. This is called SEND Support in School.
 
· The school (or you) can ask the Local Authority for an Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment for your child. Information about how to request an EHC Plan can be found on the Local Offer. 
· https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page
 
· Requesting an EHC Plan is a legal process. If the Assessment concludes that a child needs an EHC Plan, the plan sets out the amount of support that will be provided for your child. If an EHC Plan is in place for your child, the school and associated professionals are responsible for ensuring this provision is in place and that your child makes progress against the outcomes agreed on the plan. Process and procedure around the implementation of support at this level is carried out in accordance with the SEND Code of Practice September 2015.
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