
SATs Assessments
in Year 6

Information for parents
March 2024



End of KS2 Assessments - SATs 

SATs are the Standardised Assessments Tests that are given to children at the end of 
Key Stage 2.

Monday 13th May – Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Tuesday 14th May – Reading Comprehension

Wednesday 15th May – Maths: Paper 1 (Arithmetic) and 2 (Reasoning 1)

Thursday 16th May – Maths: Paper 3 (Reasoning 2)



End of KS2 Assessments - SATs 

● The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 

● Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 

handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 

● After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 

● The results are then sent to the school in July. 

● Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 
○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 minutes
○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes
○ Reading – 60 minutes 
○ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes
○ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
○ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes



End of KS2 Assessments - SATs 

• Differentiated questions 

• Test set and marked externally

• Scaling / Scoring for tests
• ‘Expected standard achieved’

• ‘Expected standard not achieved’

• Greater Depth standard

• Converted score – 100 to pass, 110 for Greater Depth

• Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Monday 13th May

• Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

• Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling 
or GPS). The paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

• Short answer paper

• Understanding of terminology

• Ability to recognise

• Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 
minutes, although this is not a set amount of time. Words from Statutory 
lists and covering spelling rules.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2



Reading: Tuesday 14th May 

• There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

• The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-
appropriate reading material meets the national standard. 

• There are three different set texts for children to read. 

• These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 



Reading: Tuesday 14th May 



Reading: Tuesday 14th May 



Maths Paper 1 Arithmetic

• A total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 

• The test covers the four operations, BODMAS, 
percentages of amounts and calculating with 
decimals and fractions. 



Maths Paper 2 and 3 Reasoning

• These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes 
each.  

• These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical 
knowledge and skills, as well as their ability to solve problems and 
their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide range of 
mathematical topics from key stage 2.



Maths Paper 2 and 3 Reasoning



Writing

• No Test

• Teacher Assessment

• Class work evidence

• Independent work

• Across a range of genre

• Final assessment made in June 2024

• Internally and externally moderated



What does it mean for learning in class? 

• Familiarisation

• Exam technique

• Increasing work pace – timing 

• Number sense – making choices about efficient methods

• Greater independence – esp in writing

• Knowing GPS terminology

• Reading comprehension

• Additional opportunities to revisit and revise



How can you help at home?

• Home Learning 

• Revision 

• Fact recall – Times Tables

• Reading – listen to your child read and 
ask questions about what they’ve read. 
Check the meaning of words they are 
unsure of.

• Comprehension practice

• Practise 

• CGP books 

• Homework tasks – show workings

• SATs revision pack – sent home at Easter



How can you help at home?

• If children are struggling to understand concepts they can access 
videos for Maths and English via the links. The video explains the 
concept and has practice questions to check understanding.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KHIA0MIv-
7M&list=PLemcx8qcUKRzufFg639mK9ZvJBYXZo9lm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd6O4EMf9Ds&list=PLemcx8qc
UKRwB-lToorjBhoHvyMhQeXWz

• There is some additional practice activities on the website which you 
can complete at home with your children.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KHIA0MIv-7M&list=PLemcx8qcUKRzufFg639mK9ZvJBYXZo9lm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd6O4EMf9Ds&list=PLemcx8qcUKRwB-lToorjBhoHvyMhQeXWz


How can you help at home?

• Help your child revise is the topic(s) that they struggle the most with 
- ask Miss Joseph which gaps would be best to work on too.

• Look at practice papers, find out what sorts of questions come up.

• Practice exam techniques such as:
• Cross of items

• Drawings

• Mnemonics

• Highlight/Underline key information in questions and comprehension texts.

• Celebrate your child’s successes.

• Encourage your child to read questions carefully.



SATs Week

• Breakfast club – come in early

• Revision sessions

• Mindfulness

• Other curriculum activities



If you are worried

Talk to us

• Sometimes concerns present at home and not at school. If you notice a 
change in your child, talk to the school so that everyone concerned can 
offer the support needed. 

Talk to your child

• Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If 
you can help them pinpoint what is bothering them the most, you can 
take specific steps to help reassure them. 

• Encourage your child to talk to adults in school.



Advice for Year 6 children 

• Listen to your teacher.

• The adults you work with all want you to do your best.

• Get plenty of sleep and eat well, this will help your brain.

• Read all the questions carefully. This can help you to avoid silly mistakes.

• Don’t panic. There may be questions you think you can’t answer. Take a deep 
breath. Read it again. You can always move on and go back to it later. It’s often 
better to write something rather than nothing. 

• Remember that the SATs last for 4 days out of your whole life!



Questions 


