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Powerful
Voices

empire a group of states or countries ruled over by a single 
person or ruling power

boycott when people refuse to buy, use, or go somewhere in 
protest to bring about a change

civil rights

climate 
change  

the rights that belong to every person: the American Civil 
Rights Movement was a movement that fought for equal 
rights for black people

the process of our planet heating up

protest to complain and speak out against something they 
disagree with in an organised way

activist a person who feels passionately about something and 
wants to make a change 

campaign planned actions to achieve a goal

KEY
VOCABULARY

Rosa Parks

born in the USA in 1913 and known 
as the “mother of the civil rights 

movement” for refusing to give up 
her seat on a public bus

“Each person must 
live their life as a 
model for others”

Gandhi

born in India in 1869 and 
fought for independence from 

British rule

“In a gentle way, 
you can shake the 

world”

Martin Luther 
King

born in the USA in 1929 and 
led the American Civil Rights 

Movement

 “I have a dream”

Malala Yousafzai

born in Pakistan in 1997 
and stood up for a girls’ 
right to attend school

“One child, one 
teacher, one pen, 
and one book can 
change the world” 

David 
Attenborough

born in the UK in 1926 and a 
British broadcaster who speaks 
out about protecting the world

“The future of 
humanity and 

indeed all life on 
earth depends on 

us”

Greta Thunberg 

born in Sweden in 2003 and an 
environmental activist

“I have learned you 
are never too small 

to make a 
difference”




